SECTION 49: ARAMAIC SCRIPTS FOR ALTAIC LANGUAGES f 
TABLE 49.7: The Buryat Alphabet 



Letter 


Transliteration 


Phonetic Value 


Letter 


Transliteration 


Phonetic Value 


4 


a 


[a] 


% 


a 


[a:] 


n 


e 


[e] 


ill 


e 


[ei] 


VI 


i 


[i] 


v|. 


i 


[i:] 


a 





[0] 


a> 


6 


[01] 


ia 


u 


[u] 


jO> 


u 


[ui] 


u 


6 


[0] 


U> 





[01] 


Ek 


ii 


[y] 


Jl< 


ii 


[yi] 


■0 


g 


[g] 


Clo 


w' 


M 


:© 


k/x 


[X] 


^ 


s 


[s^] 


-•■ 


ng 


[q] 


^0 


r 


M 


91 


z 


[3] 


^ 


r 


m 


M 


c 
n 


[P] 


.tf^o 


h' 


m 


-«■ 


VO 


ga 


[g] 


-at 


d 


M 


<r> 


k 


[k1 


-P 


t 


[t] 


.51 


J 


[*] 


•^ 


n 


[n] 


4^ 


d 


[d] 


a> 


b 


[b] 


.a> 


P 


[p] 


Ci> 


P 


[p] 


ja> 


V 


[V] 


^ 


m 


[m] 


ja> 


t 


[f] 


u 


z 


[z] 


.Ml 


J 


[*] 


u 


c 


[ts] 


•^ 


sc 


[Jtf] 


<i 


w 
s 
s 


[w] 

[J] 

[s] 


•ii 


1 


[i] 


^ 


PUNC rUATION 


^ 


ti 


question mark 


.*^ 


y 


D] 


■s 


exclamation point 


v« 


r 


[r] 


„ 


comma 




Hr^ 


1 


[1] 


'••^ 


period 




^^ 


h 


[h] 


^ 


beginning 


of text 



a. The last ten letters represent Russian and other foreign sounds. 



SECTION 49: ARAMAIC SCRlFi S bOK ALTAIC LAJNUUAUiiS 



TABLE 49.8: Mongolic in Cyrillic Script 



Letter 




Khalkha 


Buryat 


Kalmyk 


A 


a 


a 


a 


a 


a 


a 


- 


- 


a 


B 


6 


b 


b 


b 


B 


B 


w 


(v) 


w 


r 


r 


g 


g 


g 


n 


h 


- 


- 


Y(gh) 


A 


ff 


d 


d 


d 


E 


e 


ye/yo 


ye/yo 


e/ye- 


£ 


e 


yo 


yo 




3C 


3C 


J 


J 


z(zh) 


^ 


:^ 


- 


- 


J 


3 


3 


j(dz) 


z 


z 


H 


H 


i 


i 


i 


H 


H 


i 


i 


y 


K 


K 


(k) 




k 


JI 


JI 


1 


1 


1 


M 


M 


m 


m 


m 


H 


H 


n-, -ng 


n-, -ng 


n 


^ 


^ 


- 


- 


ng 

















e 


e 


6 








n 


n 


P 


P 


P 


p 


P 


r 


r 


r 


c 


c 


s 


s 


s 


T 


T 


t 


t 


t 


y 


y 


u 


u 


u 


Y 


Y 


u 


u 


u 


(D 


4) 


(f) 






X 


X 


X 


X 


x(kh) 


n 


h 


- 


h 


- 


^ 


^ 


c 


(c) 


c(ts) 


H 


H 


c 


(c) 


c(ch) 


m 


m 


s 


s 


s(sh) 


n^ 


n^ 


(sc) 






!> 


I. 


mute shwa "hard sign" 






BI 


BI 


long ii 


ei/ii 




B 


b 


1 


palatalization 




3 


3 


e 


e 


e initial 


K) 


K) 


yu/yti 


yu/yii 


yu initial 


il 


a 


ya 


ya 


ya initial 



The Buryat alphabet 

In 1905 in St. Petersburg, the learned lama Agwaan Dorzhiev (alias Vagindra) and the 
Buryat scholar Tsyben Zhamtsarano invented a script for modern Buryat (Northern 
Mongolian) on the basis of the Mongol vertical alphabet and the Western Mongolian 
clear script (table 49.7). No positional variants are used; new letters, derived from 
the old ones for the Buryat sound system, have eliminated ambivalence. Vowel length 
and consonant palatalization are marked by diacritics (a vertical stroke and a small 
circle respectively). This alphabet was used in handwritten and typeset forms for 
some fifteen years, but was not able to replace the older, supradialectal, Mongol 
script, which remained in use until the introduction of a Roman and later (1939) a 
Cyrillic script for Buryat. 



Sample of Buryat 



^ ^ Zm 1? " *^ ^ 



^ t 






1. Transliteration: niigiiltu xang xiibung ene devadad mting : / tere cagto 

2. Gloss: sinful king son this Devadatta same that time.DAT 

J. xorolxodoni udo baril iigey tohalbay : / mtinocigi nasin xoro 

2. hurting.DAT.POSS revenge holding-less helped now.too hither harm 



1. xurgexudiini casin toha xiirgemuy bi : / xorolxodoni 

2. sending.DAT.POSS thither help send I harm-doing.DAX.POSS 

/. xulicehentey adali boyang / iigey : / cuxal xilentey adali niigtil 
2. endured.soc similar virtue no fury hatred.soc similar sin 

/. iigey : / xoroyng xar udo toha xegtiiy : xung / aduhang yexe baga 

2. no harm.GEN response.DAT help do.opx human beast big small 

1. yamarci amitani/ xorolalugey tuhalagtuy : 

2. any .kind being.ACC harm-doing-less help.opx 

The Sinful Prince is this Devadatta. At that time, when he did harm to me, I did 
not feel vengeful, but helped him. Even now, when he does harm to me, I still 
help him. There is no (greater) virtue than patience against harm-doing. (And) 
thcjre is no (greater) sin than hatred. In response to harm-doing, do favor. Help 
humans and beasts, big and small, all kinds of living beings, without doing 
harm.' 

—From a brochure typeset in St. Petersburg, Burxang bagsing gegenixufdngoy 

namtar bolong Buyanto xang xubuni namtar orosibay [(Here) abide the Holy 

Teacher Buddha's Short Vita and Prince Buyanto' s Vita] (1906?). 



Cyrillic script 

Cyrillic script was introduced for Mongolic languages by Soviet authorities in 1939 
(see SECTION 65), and in Mongolia in 1946 (table 49.8). 

Long vowels and diphthongs are written as vowel-i-vowel in Khalkha (i.e. Mod- 
ern Mongolian) and Buryat; Kalmyk marks long vowels this way only in the first syl- 
lable of a word; in syllables after the first, short vowels are omitted, and long vowels 
are represented by a single letter. In Khalkha, -hh represents long // following a pal- 
atal or palatalized consonant; -bi represents long // following a non-palatal consonant. 
Khalklia orthography has complex rules specifying whether a short vowel in a sylla- 
ble other than the first is to be written. "Buryat" is 6ypaaff bufdd in Cyrillic Buryat, 
6ypHaA buriadm Khalkha, and buriyad in Classical Mongolian. "Kalmyk" is xajibMr 
khaVmg in Kalmyk, xajiHMar xalimag in Khalkha, and qalimay in Classical Mongo- 
lian. 
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